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Robert Atkinson is an Attorney-in-Charge in the Appellate Division of the Oregon Department of Justice.  Mr. Atkinson joined the Department in March, 1984 and is currently the longest tenured attorney in the Appellate Division.  In addition to handling Gonzales v. Oregon, the case challenging Oregon’s Death With Dignity Act, Mr. Atkinson also handled State v. VanNatta, a challenge to the state’s voter-enacted campaign spending limits, as well as many other significant appellate cases.

Mr. Atkinson received his undergraduate degree from the University of Minnesota and his law degree from University of California at Berkeley (Boalt Hall) in 1974.  Prior to joining the Oregon Department of Justice, Mr. Atkinson served as both a staff attorney and as Executive Director with Oregon Legal Aid programs.  He was also briefly in private practice.  Mr. Atkinson served with the United States Army as a member of the Special Forces from 1966 to 1969.  He and his wife of 18 years have a 13-year old daughter.

Admitted to practice in front of the United States Supreme Court in 1986, Gonzales v. Oregon will be Mr. Atkinson’s first argument before the Court.

