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SB 577 Sections

1 – Bias in the 2nd Degree Class A Misdemeanor

2 – Bias in the 1st Degree Class C  Felony

3 – Amends ORS 181A.225 OSP reports include GI

4 – CJC sentencing departures incl GI as aggravating factor

5 – CJC works with OSP and DA to develop/implement standardized 
data collection system

6 – CJC is charged with recording and analyzing DA ’s charges, cases, 
indictments, sentence enhancement requests, sentence imposed, 
conditions, pleas, trial outcomes

8  - Bias Response Coordinator, hotline, victim support

9 – CJC analyzes bias crime and incident data collected from DOJ, 
DA, OSP

11 – Amends ORS 90.396 – LL/T 24 notice includes Bias Crime 

12 – Amends ORS 137.225 Defendants can set aside conviction

13  - Amends ORS 137.712 dispositional departure findings required 
includes bias crimes

14 – Amends ORS 163.707 drive by shootings while committing or 
attempting to commit a bias crime – mv subject to in rem forfeiture

15 – Amends ORS 166.715  includes bias crimes as pattern of 
racketeering activity 

16 – Amends ORS 30.198 irrespective of any criminal prosecution, 
any person injured by a violation of the bias statutes shall have a 
civil action to secure an injunction, damages, or other appropriate 
relief against any person whose actions are unlawful under the bias 
statutes. Prevailing plaintiff may recover, special, general  (incl 
emotional distress) and punitive damages and reasonable attorney 
fees

17– Any DA that has reasonable cause to believe that any person is 
engaged in violation of the bias statutes, the DA may bring a civil 
claim for relief and does not preclude any person from seeking any 
other remedy under law

18 – Section 4’s effective date

19 – Operative date for the BRC and hotline

20 – SB577 effective upon passage



SB 577  Key Features
Bias Crime vs. Bias Incident: a criminal offense vs. a hostile expression of animus committed against a 
person or property, which is motivated in whole or in part, by the offenders’ bias against another 
person’s perceived race, color, religion, disability, national origin, sexual orientation, or gender identity.

Law enforcement’s mandate: victims of bias incidents must be referred to qualifying local victim 
services or the Bias Response Hotline.

Hotline: statewide, victim-centered, trauma-informed, culturally responsive, support services.

Reporting requirements: Oregon DOJ, District Attorneys (DA), Oregon State Police (OSP), and Criminal 
Justice Commission (CJC).



Oregon’s Protected Classes under SB 577

Motivation:

o race
o color
o religion

o gender identity
o sexual orientation 
o disability 
o national origin

Perception of the other person’s:



SB 577: Bias Incident vs. Hate Crime



ORS 147.380 – Law Enforcement Mandate

Law enforcement is required to refer victims of bias incidents
to Qualifying Local Victim Services or the Bias Response 
Hotline.



Law Enforcement 
Tools

Bulletin https://www.doj.state.or.us/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Law_Enforcement
_Bulletin_May_2020.pdf

Referral and Resource Cards
https://www.doj.state.or.us/wp-
content/uploads/2022/07/Victim-Referral-
Card.pdf

Toolkit and Training
https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-
department-of-justice/bias-crimes/law-
enforcement-toolkit/

https://www.doj.state.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Law_Enforcement_Bulletin_May_2020.pdf
https://www.doj.state.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Bias_Victim_Referral_Pocket_Card.pdf
https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/bias-crimes/law-enforcement-toolkit/


Importance of Making Referrals for Victims

SB577 requires law enforcement to make a referral to the Bias 
Response Hotline or to Qualifying Local Victim Service agencies. 

• Immediate (no wait for charging decision)

• Trauma-informed

• Culturally responsive

• Safety-focused

• Resource options (bias in housing, employment, school settings; civil 
protective orders)

• Connection to culturally specific organizations



Oregon DOJ’s Bias Response Hotline

1-844-924-BIAS (2427)

We Accept All Relay Calls

Interpretation in 240+ 
languages

StandAgainstHate.Oregon.gov

https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/bias-crimes/about-the-law/


Bias Response Hotline Key Resource



Bias Hotline Process

Informed 
Consent

Date, 
Time, 

Location

What 
Occurred

Identity 
Markers

Safety 
Planning

Support 
Options

Survivor’s 
Perception of 

Intent and 
Impact of the 

Offense



How We Assess Bias Reports: BCAT

Using the Bias Crime Assessment Tool We Obtain:

• The details of the incident (date, time, location, and what occurred); 

• The characteristics of the victim’s identity that may have elicited an  offender’s 
attack (disability, gender identity, national origin, race, color, religion, or sexual 
orientation), and the offender characteristics;

• Victim’s perception of intent, and the impact of the offense..

Questioning Bias: Validating A Bias Crime Victim Assessment Tool In California And 
New Jersey, Summary Overview | National Institute of Justice (ojp.gov)

https://nij.ojp.gov/library/publications/questioning-bias-validating-bias-crime-victim-assessment-tool-california-and#:~:text=The%20Bias%20Crime%20Assessment%20Tool%20%28BCAT%29%20developed%20incorporates,crimes%20and%20recommendations%20for%20improving%20the%20reporting%20process.


CJC’s Data Dashboard
https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/civil-rights/bias-and-

hate/hotline-data/

https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/civil-rights/bias-and-hate/hotline-data/
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