
 
 
 

Family Educational and Privacy Rights (FERPA) 
 
Summary:  Prohibits any educational institution that receives federal funds from disclosing personally 
identifiable information from a student’s educational records. Extends that prohibition to any party that 
receives education records or information from education records covered by FERPA. Educational 
institutions may release de-identified information.  
 
Relevant Text:  
 

20 USC § 1232g(b)(2) 
 
No funds shall be made available under any applicable program to any educational agency or 
institution which has a policy or practice of releasing, or providing access to, any personally identifiable 
information in education records  . . . . 
 

20 USC § 1232g(a)(4) 
 
“Education records” means “those records, files, documents, and other materials which (i) contain 
information directly related to a student; and (ii) are maintained by an educational agency or institution 
or by a person acting for such agency or institution.” 
 

34 CFR § 99.3 
 
Personally Identifiable Information:  The term includes, but is not limited to— 
(a) The student's name; 
(b) The name of the student's parent or other family members; 
(c) The address of the student or student's family; 
(d) A personal identifier, such as the student's social security number, student number, or biometric 
record; 
(e) Other indirect identifiers, such as the student's date of birth, place of birth, and mother's maiden 
name; 
(f) Other information that, alone or in combination, is linked or linkable to a specific student that would 
allow a reasonable person in the school community, who does not have personal knowledge of the 
relevant circumstances, to identify the student with reasonable certainty; or 
(g) Information requested by a person who the educational agency or institution reasonably believes 
knows the identity of the student to whom the education record relates. 
 

34 CFR § 99.31(b)(1) 
 
De-identified records and information. An educational agency or institution, or a party that has 
received education records or information from education records under this part, may release the 
records or information without the consent required by § 99.30 after the removal of all personally 
identifiable information provided that the educational agency or institution or other party has made a 
reasonable determination that a student's identity is not personally identifiable, whether through single 
or multiple releases, and taking into account other reasonably available information. 


